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From the beginning of the eleventh century, then, the Scandinavian
nations had established themselves as three separate kingdoms, and it is
precisely from that time that we notice in court poetry and in folk
tradition the first gigns of a national self-consciousness in the form of
mutual antagonism. There are three nations as well as three kingdoms,
and each of them has its own history. In recent as well as in olden times,
it has been usual to write their history, often with express intention,
on separate lines; and for a detailed account of national development it
is not possible to do otherwise* But in tracing the chief lines only of
social and political history, it seems profitable, at least for the Middle
Ages, to keep all the three nations within a common narrative, so as to
bring into view the essential parallels as well as the minor differences of
their development.

It is moreover the case that the history of the three nations from their
very origin is so closely interwoven that it is impossible to disentangle
their several strands. We are told, indeed, that the ancestors of King
Harold Fairhair, six generations earlier, arrived in Norway from Sweden;
we know that he himself took his queen from Denmark, a fact that is
celebrated by his court skald, and that the son of this marriage, King
Eric Bloodyaxe, married the sister of King Harold Bluetooth, who, in
his turn, adopted the sons of King Eric and made them his vassals.
On the other hand, we know that about A.D. 900 Swedish kings for a
time made themselves masters of Denmark, or at least of Southern
Jutland, and we are told that the grandfather of Harold Bluetooth, the
liberator of Denmark, was of Norwegian origin. The son of this Harold,
the great viking, King Svein Forkbeard, married the mother of King
Olaf the Tax-king of Sweden, whose daughter was afterwards married to
St Olaf, King of Norway.

The relations of the three kingdoms were nevertheless not altogether
peaceful, for if it was a duty inherent in every king to keep the peace
at home, it was no less his duty to go conquering abroad. During the
tenth century we constantly find the Norwegian kings harrying Gaut-
land and Denmark, and about the year 1000 the Kings of Denmark and
Sweden ally themselves against Norway. King Harold Bluetooth had
already reckoned himself master of Norway as well as of Denmark; now,
in the year 1000,-Norway is for a time really conquered by Denmark.
The growing Danish imperialism, impersonated particularly by the
great King Canute (Knut), the conqueror of England, makes Sweden and
Norway turn to each other for assistance, and success in war keeps swing-
ing from the one side to the other. Norway is liberated, reconquered,
and lastly (1035) liberated again; and the time arrives when the King of
Norway even makes himself for some years King of Denmark. From
about 1050 the three kingdoms of the North are compelled to respect one
another's independence, and from that time, too, political considerations
displace the mere policy of conquest in the relationship of the kingdoms.
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